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3.   I  understand from  Mr.   Powell's  letter that
Normal Schools for females have been and are being
established  by Missionary bodies;   and I presume
that if we had found this to be the case as regards
the education of males, we should have  abstained
from establishing Normal Schools, the general prin-
ciple having been (as I think wisely) adopted that
it was better to apply such funds as might be at
the  disposal  of   Government for   the   purposes  of
education in assisting voluntary effort than in the
creation of Government Schools,

4.  The   objection  of  the Government of   India
to  the proposal now before us   (excluding as  that
proposal does the condition of native cooperation),
and to which is due the partial and restricted cha-
racter of the experiment  hitherto  tried,  must  also
be borne in  mind.     That  objection was  to  direct
action by the State in the matter of female education
for India, and was based apparently upon the ground
that such education (as distinct from that of males)
conducted by the Government would, owing to its
closer and more intimate connection with the social
and religious life of the  country,  be  looked  upon
with peculiar suspicion, and even with hostility, by
the Native community.

5.  Notwithstanding   these  considerations,   I  am
inclined to take the course proposed by Mr. Sim, and
to advocate the establishment by Government of a
Normal School for the instruction of females in the
art of teaching, to which all suitable young persons
should be admitted as pupils, without any religious